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Choreography by: Vicente Nebrada    

Music: Luciano Perrone

ABOUT THE CHOREOGRAPHY:

Batucada Fantástica pays homage to Brazilian Carnival with electric performances by 
soloists, culminating in a riot of ensemble dancing by the company. The accompanying 
percussion instruments include some which are unique to Brazil and are known as batuque. 
The choreographer transforms folk dances, rituals, and “everyday” movements into 
heightened gestural “shorthand” that conveys feelings, character and action. In Batucada 
Fantástica, there are several percussive instruments used in the music that influence the type 
of movements the dancers do. 
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VOCABULARY:
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Batucada: A substyle of samba that refers to an Afro-Brazilian percussive style jam session, 
usually performed by an ensemble, known as batería. The Portuguese term “batucada” derives 
from the Yoruba term “batuque” referring to beat. The three main roots of batucada come from 
Maracatú from Recife, Samba from Río de Janeiro, and Samba Reggae from Salvador de 
Bahía. The term “Batucada” is associated with its musical context as well as its festive context 
where “batucadas” can consist of more than 3,000 percussionists and dancers.

RHYTHMIC INSTRUMENTS:

Bongo Drums – A pair of small  hand drums used to create sharp, quick rhythms.

Castanets – Spanish percussive handheld instrument traditionally made of two 
hollowed-out pear-shaped pieces of wood. 

Cencerro – A large hand-held cowbell played with a stick.

Conga Drum –  Also known as tumbadora, is a tall, narrow, single-headed drum from Cuba.

Claves – A set of two identical, cylindrical hardwood sticks used to play the foundation rhythm 
of Afro-Cuban music called Clave.

Timbales – Kettledrum descendant of the European tympani, consisting of a pair of 
stand-mounted, shallow, tunable drums with thin single heads tuned to different pitches 
creating a very powerful ‘cutting’ sound. It’s played with two sticks with some 
timekeeping strokes made with the hand of the lower drum.

Güiro – One of the oldest Latin American folk instruments. Made from a hollowed Calabash 
gourd, the güiro has a series of grooves cut in along the external side that when scrapped with 
a thin stick, make the sound of a long, ascending pitch sound.

Maracas – Traditionally, maracas are a pair of dried gourds each attached to a wooden 
handle filled with seeds. When shaken, the maracas make a “ch-ch-ch” sound. Today, maracas 
are also made from wood, metal, or plastic and filled with beads, beans, or pebbles.

FURTHER RESOURCES:

Tumbatá Percusión, La Batucada: https://www.tumbata.es/definicion-de-batucada/

Online music dictionary: https://www.dolmetsch.com/musictheorydefs.htm



VICENTE NEBRADA
Vicente Nebrada (1930-2002) was a founding member of the Harkness Ballet where he be-
gan his choreographic career in 1964. In 1975 he became the Founding Artistic Director and 
Resident Choreographer of the International Ballet of Caracas, creating numerous ballets 
and solidifying his reputation as an internationally acclaimed choreographer. In 1984 he was 
appointed Artistic Director of the National Ballet of Caracas, which he directed until 2002. His 
artistic support as resident choreographer helped establish Ballet Florida in Palm Beach in 
the mid-1990s. His works continue to be performed around the world and have been danced 
by more than 30 companies, such as, American Ballet Theatre, National Ballet of Canada, 
Joffrey Ballet of Chicago, and Ballet Hispánico.

POINTS OF INQUIRY & INSPIRATION
•       Discuss the multicultural roots of Afro-Brazilian music, song and dance.

•      How can percussion playing enhance concentration, creativity, confidence, and interper-
sonal skills?

THEME EXPLORATION FOR DISCUSSION

•        How have drums been instumental in religious and social practices in different cultures?
•      What are the similarities and differences between percussive procession bands in the         
United States with those in Brazilian batucadas?
       

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES FOR FURTHER EXPLORATION

Activity A: Create your own percussive instruments with objects or materials accessible in 
your classroom.

Activity B: Gather in groups to create your own batucada incorporating the percussive           
instruments you created.


